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On Jan. 23, Mexican President Carlos Salinas de Gortari convened a panel of scientists to advise
him on strengthening the nation's scientific and technological capabilities in order to accelerate
economic development. Requested to serve on the panel were scientists who had won the National
Award in Science and Arts; 50 accepted, and three declined for reasons of ill health. Council
chairperson and former health minister, Guillermo Soberon, told Copley News Service in a
telephone interview in mid-March that the establishment of the Council reflects Salinas's belief in
the importance of science in national development. He said Salinas has told the council he is willing
to spend more money to expand Mexico's scientific resources. This is an remarkable commitment,
considering the government's austerity programs, and a $107 billion foreign debt burden that
absorbs more than 50% of the annual federal budget in interest payments. At present, Mexico
invests an estimated 0.05% of GDP on research and development efforts. Mexican R&D outlays
are low, even compared with other Third World nations, which on the average spend about 1% of
GDP. [The US spends 2.7% of GNP, including both public and private sector investment.] Soberon
said, "The president wants this group to have complete freedom of thought and organization. We
are to identify issues and problems to recommend to the president so the president can instruct
the appropriate agency to activate his recommendations." Soberon has a doctorate in physiological
chemistry from the University of Wisconsin, and continues in his position as executive president
of the Mexican Health Foundation in the capital city. The presidential council is organized into
committees on technology; natural science; social science; and, physics, math and chemistry. (Basic
data from Copley News Service, 03/20/89)
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